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beads. The chief was very friendly and allowed the sailors
to cut the necessary timber from his domains to build the
mission house. In less than a month the mission was
established, their house built, and the Bucephale was ready
to sail again. Captain de la Ferriere invited the missionaries,
various petty chiefs and the Grand Chief of Balade—
promoted by whites to the status of King Pakili Poumai of
Balade—to a farewell dinner on board the Bucephale. The
Captain was anxious to see how far he had progressed in the
way of empire-winning.
Results were even better than he expected. The King of
Balade—no doubt for the price of a few extra axes—made a
long speech reminding his fellow-islanders that the French
were good people. Didn't they have steel tomahawks and
glass beads ? Everybody should help and respect the whites
that were coming to live amongst them.
The Captain was pleased, and profited by the genial
atmosphere of the dinner to let the chiefs know that France
had established sovereignty over the island. Later in the day
a French flag was hoisted over the mission station, and after
firing a solemn salute of 21 guns to impress the assembled
chiefs, the Bucephale sailed away, leaving the Bishop d5 Amata,
the priests Viard and Rougeyron and two lay brothers to
commence their labours among the heathen Melanesians.
The natives no doubt hadn't the slightest notion why the
whites had arrived on the island, but, as they had arrived
they accepted them. They showed them how to cultivate the
ignames and taro, loosening the soil in the rainy season with
long pointed sticks, and planting the tuber deep under
ground. They showed them how to make irrigation terraces,
water channels from split bamboo pipes, and also how to
make trailing frames for the vines. When there was a great
drought, a few months after the Bucephale left, Grand
Chief Bouarate in the neighbouring district of Hienjrfiene
even gave the missionaries a great field of igiiames, which
saved them from starvation.
Until their own cultivation fields began to yield the
missionaries bought their food from the natives, paying for

